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A NURSING SISTER WITNESSED THE FIRST RAID ON DARWIN 
A h. 

tne niSiS iiL6>.iOsr5 
113 A G H w h o were t o set up a 1200 -bed 
hospital in Darwin. 

•'-19 A G H was :c take c e - '9 

inBy p,^cc55aec to sirate tne wards. It was 
a fr ightening experience, that r a t - a - t a t - t a t 
just a b o v e our heads; I felt a bullet w o u l d g o 
t h r o u g h m e at any minute. Unfortunately one 

Berr iman. - 5 ~ e = • : - izz - ; • i - - - e - - = : r e e ' completely 
use. I w a s c - e c' t - e z i -z • : - - T ziz'-z i z " i • zaz-e 'z.rz the girls in a 

new facility. i . - a - ; - - - e ; = z z ~ s - z t ruck t o bring 

The day of the f irs: £ - : e -= : " ; iz z -'- ' = - ^ ' 3 " ^ ' ' ^ ^ ^ and 
1942 I w a s a patier-t s . ^ ' e - - : : - " " c a m e t o o . They all 
fever, a most d e b i l i t a f : - s ; - = : " : ; - and beds f o u n d for 
2 stone (nearly '-3 - e : I " - 5 ste-s c o m i n g off duty in the 
morning had felt a ~ l 5^ ziz " ' ^ - ^ ' ^ ^ n g w o u l d f ind their 
have a shower - 3 - - E - ec s c - a a to hop in w i t h another 
returning t o my e e- : - e = 
up into the SK, - e ? : :5 : s -es e-e .efy soon tne w a r d s and verandas were 
flying in format c s : " 'n z z - e z -s f i l ied w i t h casualties. S o m e d o c t o r s and men 
silver m o t h s . We a t - : _ : - : : - = : t - e , .vera f r o m the 2/12 Field A m b u l a n c e c a m e to help. 

Nursing Sister Margaret Ewart 

M a - y o - 1 - 6 esses v/s'e severe burns and our 
•'=: t es t - e a t - e ' t .vere pretty poo'- - we 
_5e: e r - a s - = ; 5 - ' C — n o s q u l t o - n e t t i n g 
= : a - e ; - cet'c e „ - , g.ven to us by the 

~ - e za. £ ~ e - t ' - a t horrifying experience I t o o k 
~ , s e - ;_T. to nelp get patients ready t o 
ce e . a ; _ a t e c on the Manunda, sail ing that 
r ; g - t . Tr -.een of the staff on that hospital 
ship had been ki l led, including one Sister and 
many v . c „ - d e d w h i c h necessitated four of 
our - ' 9 - 3 - Sisters transferr ing t o a u g m e n t 
their staff. 

Our matron a c c o m p a n i e d t h e patients in 
the ambulances to the wharf and w h e n she 
returned t o l d us of the utter destruct ion to 
the t o w n and harbour where many ships had 
been sunk. Others were badly d a m a g e d and 
still smoulder ing and t r o o p s were col lect ing 
bodies f r o m t h e w a t e r . . . 



THE CRITICAL YEARS 
Japan fo l l owed up its t reacherous a t tacks 
of 7 December 1941 (principal ly on Pearl 
Harbour, Hawaii) by mass ive th rus ts aga ins t 
Br i t ish and Amer i can possess ions . These 
were speedi ly success fu l b ing ing Japanese 
fo rces c lose to Austra l ia. Rabaul fell o n 23 
January 1942, Lae t w o days later, and the 
pers is tent b o m b i n g of Darwin c o m m e n c e d 
o n 19 February, 1942. 

Austral ia w a s comple te ly defenceless; it 
lacked t ra ined t roops, essential equ ipment 
and air and naval suppor t ; however, w i th wel l 
t ra ined t roops of the 2 n d AIF returning f rom 
overseas and wi th Amer ican aid we brought 
the Japanese to a halt, f irst at Mi lne Bay (6 
September) and at lor ibalwa on the K o k o d a 
Trail (16 September) . Nevertheless there were 
; .e='3 sa.age f-ghting still to come. 

This year is the 70th Ann ive rsa r / s c ~ e 
of that savage f ight ing, c o m m e n c i n g 
in January 1943 w h e n the capture of 
Sanananda marked the end of the 'Bat t le 
for the Beaches ' , w h i c h cou ld more 
appropr ia te ly be cal led T h e Bat t le for the 
S w a m p s ' . It w a s also the start of the Batt le 
for Wau wh ich w e w o n in February at a cos t 
of 300 Austra l ian lives. 

The fo l lowing m o n t h a Japanese convoy, 
carry ing re in forcements for Lae, w a s virtually 
annih i la ted in the Batt le of the B ismark Sea. 

In M a y our hospi ta l sh ip Centaur, w h i c h w a s 
prominent ly ma rked and lit, w a s sunk by a 
Japanese submar ine . Only 64 of t he 333 on 
board surv ived. 

Siz:e~ze- sa.: :he 9th Divis ion carry ing out 
an amphiDious landing and , toge ther w i th 
t he 7th Div is ion, cap tu r ing Lae. 

The follov.'ing mon th the 9th Division 
m o u n t e d another amph ib i ous landing a n d 
cap tu red Finschhafen init iat ing the H u o n 
Peninsula c a m p a i g n . 

The last of 64 Japanese air raids o n Darwin 
occu r red in November , in w h i c h m o n t h the 
9th Division cap tu red Sat te lberg. 

The year ended w i th the 7th Division's 
cap tu re of Shaggy R idge and w i th the 
con f iden t k n o w l e d g e tha t w e had tu rned 
the t ide. The safety of Austral ia had been 
secu red . 

CLMaitland 

GUEST SPEAKeR : Central Sydney area. 

•mi 

The Governor 

r - : e r " : = - ; ' e ; s : - : . ' a re Basnir, ACCVO 
; " . y accep ted our invitation to a t tend 

ce-emony but has agreed to speak. As 
one wou ld expec t she has a mos t impressive 
history. 

Professor Marie Bashir w a s born in 
Narrandera, New Sou th Wales, and is a 
medica l g raduate of the Universi ty of Sydney. 
After comple t ion of her pos t graduate studies 
in psychiatry, she w a s appo in ted to establ ish 
the Rivendell Ch i ld , Ado lescent and Family 
Service to prov ide comprehens ive special ist 
consul tat ive serv ices for young peop le w i th 
emot iona l and psychiatr ic p rob lems. In 1971 
she w a s appo in ted 'Mother of the Year'. 

In 1987 she w a s appo in ted Director of the 
Commun i t y Heal th Services in the Central 
Sydney area. 

In 1993 she w a s appo in ted Clinical Professor 
of Psychiatry at the Universi ty of Sydney, and 

Having had a specia l interest over many 
years in ind igenous health. Professor 
Bashir has travel led extensively to visit 
remote commun i t i es in Central Austral ia, 
the Kimber ley and A rnhem Land to gain a 
c loser unders tand ing of issues of cul ture and 
history wh i ch impact signif icantly on health. 
In 1995, in a partnership wi th the Abor ig inal 
Medica l Service, Redfern, she establ ished 
the Abor ig inal Menta l Health Unit. 

In 1988 she w a s appo in ted an Off icer in the 
Order of Austral ia, a n d in 2001 a C o m p a n i o n 
in the Order She w a s awarded the Centenary 
Medal in 2003. 

of the Uni ted Nat ions Deve lopment Fund for 
W o m e n (UNIFEM) and also elected as one of 
Austral ia's Living National Treasures. Having 
he lped many countr ies she has received 
awards f rom France, Lebanon and Thai land. 

In 2006 she w a s invested by Her Majes ty 
Q u e e n El izabeth 11 as a C o m m a n d e r of 
the Royal Vic tor ia Order (cvo). She w a s 
also awa rded Honorary Life M e m b e r s h i p of 
t he Sydney Univers i ty Gradua te Cho i r a n d 
on 1 June 2007 she w a s e lec ted the 17th 
Chancel lo r of The Universi ty of Sydney. 

Professor Bashi r is mar r ied t o Sir N icho las 
Shehad ie AO OBE. They have t w o daugh te rs 
and a son , and six g randch i ld ren . 

Major-General Gordon Maitland as Deputy President, meets the Governor, H.E. Professor 
Marie Bashir 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE MAJOR GENERAL WARREN GLENNY AO RFD ED fRTD) 

General Gordon Maiiiand 

The image of an organisation can be 
tarnished by having a very old president, 
which I unarguably am, I am therefore 
standing down and for a s h c t while v.ili be 
Assistant President to he'o m, sL.:cessc', 

Your new president ,•, ze ' . ' a : ' Ge'e'a^ 
WarrenGlenny,AG -e: -ez z^.s: .e-y 
busy. He has just s tc :c - as Z e i . T , 
Chairman of the St Jc—'s -~z. a'ze. 

He is assisted by a s e e * : a :ea— a-a 
with your support, ' a~ s.-a - -a : a : a -
continue to develop •_~--a- a.-a^a'ass 
the significance to A^ST'a a, 

Thankyouforthecomraca , a - : : . • a : a ~ a " : 
and support that you ^a.a ; a- - a 
during my years on you^ Cc - - -aa 

UUR FUZZY WUZZY 
Once again our Fuzzy'.'.^ 11 ' - a - : ; ;a 
attending our Cenotac" : a - a - : -
is it an opportunity to z'Zi aya ' ; : - a. 
our thanks to -re-, a . : r e , aa-a " . a:a 
something unique ;o Our serv.ce. 

Special guests from Papua New Guinea 

Commenced his Military Career as a 
Regimental Cadet with 1/15 Royal NSW 
Lancers staying with the regiment for 25 
years, promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and, 
Commanding Officer Postings on Regular 
and Reserve Headquarters followed 
including Training Command, 5 Brigade 
and Land Headquarters. He had a number 
o' overseas visits/postings. Promoted to 
','a;or General he commanded 3rd Division 
•S50 91) and then 2nd Division (91 9--

'e : 'enent in November ' 9 9 - , - s 
: . aa'ae- v.'as in retail and ove'saas a z 
- a " a : sa—e 11 years as C ' a ' ~ e - : a -
:•' a '.-ze- a" Department c ' : ~ ~ a-a: : -

Hill RSL Ctub Group. He is pairon of: 

• Fort Scratchley Historical Society 

• Friends of 2nd Infantry Battalions " ~ 

• Resen/e Forces Day Council Newcastle 

• G''oand-a Gao-ee Re-enactment March 2015 

Major General Warren Gienny 

• Australian Monarchist League 

• Patron Royal NSW Lancer Association 

General Gienny and his wife Gay live in 
Castle Hill and have one adult son, Andrew. 

ABOUT THE LATE FRAN»< MAVA/HOM 

9 October 1921 to 20 March 2013 
FranK Hav.'don, an eany secretary of the 
Kokoda.Committee (predecessor, of the 
Battle For Australia Commemoration 
Committee), has died aged 92. 

Hawdon, who had to overcome polio as a 
child, v/as keen to be soldier at the outbreak 
of V/c-ld 'v's'ar 11, Though restricted in sport 
by his illness, he became an outstanding 
marksman with the rifle. He v/as also asked 
to ea\'e Sydney Grammar for releasing 
:ra-sa-:ds of cicadas into the chapel which 
sa—a,',nat dls-'upted Morning Prayer He 
" a - anended Sydney Boys High School 
,',"e'9 he completed his education, but 
al'.vays dreamed of the military. 

He first joined the 30th Scottish Battalion, 
CMF until he was commissioned in 1941 
and posted to the 35th Battalion, AIR While 
his oath of allegiance was sworn on a Bible, 
his oath as to his age was sworn on an 
artillery maintenance manual. He served 
mainly in New Guinea, was an intelligence 
officer and was promoted Captain. 

He was the devoted husband to Joan for 60 
years and as a father his three children were 
:ne e.nvy of their friends. 

When it came to problems he followed the 
army text book: first make an appreciation 
of the situation, devise a plan, implement 
and followed the plan with a willingness to 
improvise. 

A member of his much loved church 
congregation in Bateman's Bay suggested 
that God had called him away to organise 
:h9 second coming. 

Fo' more than 60 years he helped 
se-.icsmen and women and their spouses 
obtain pensions and benefits, which work 
saw him av/arded the Order of Australia 
medal. He worked tirelessly carrying out 
IDrivate_ researcl2_qn _the disabilities and 
diseases which veterans encountered while 
serving in the tropics. He served as Honorary 
Secretary of the Kokoda Committee 
from 1994 to 1997 and thereafter on the 
National Battle for Australia sub-committee, 
succeeding in having the first Wednesday 
in each September marked to celebrate the 
defense of Australia from Japanese attack 
during World Vi/ar 11. 

Since 1970 he had been staff officer of 
the Fifth Infantry Division in the NSW 
RSL branch Sydney Anzac Day March. 
His role on the March Committee was 
demanding, with annual frustrations, as his 
indominatable spirit ruffled the feathers of 
the changing face of the March. 

Six of his former committee members 
attended his memorial service in Sydney 
where they learnt that he had free fallen 
from a plane aged 91. 
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THE PASSING PARADE 
Wednesday September 5, 2012 Service, Sydney Cenotaph, IVIartin Place. All photographs taken by Nod Christensen. 

Above; Lt Colonel Ian Guild, Sir Nicholas Shedadie, his wife, H.E. the Governor, 
and president, Lt Colonel Brian Nebenzahl 

Right: Special Guest, Fred Cassidy speal<ing on the Battle of the Bismarck Sea 

Above: Students from Tempe High School read the Ode 

Right: General Gordon Maitland and the Governor, H.E. Professor 
Marie Bashir 
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Above Left: A Scots College Pipe Major plays the Lament 
Above: Mrs Amy Taylor, a faithful wattle layer 
Left: Two former presidents and generals, Ray Sharp and Gordon Maitland 

NSW Police Brass Band on parade 
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